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Zuzana Hulka, born in the Moravian region of the Czech Republic in 1951, moved to Tunisia
in 1978 before settling permanently in France in 1981. In the spirit of lyrical abstraction, she
has developed a free and expressive form of painting imbued with a powerful vital energy.

The density of her early compositions, with their abundant painterly gestures celebrating
nature, was compared by philosopher Yves Michaud in 1999 to the work of Joan Mitchell and
Jean Paul Riopelle.

The works presented here trace the artist’s recent evolution. Through a selection of paintings
created since 2025, a new pictorial space emerges — airy and luminous — where refined
forms and vibrant colours unfold.

In Normandy, the artist draws on the natural environment surrounding her studio and on the
rhythm of the seasons as sources for her formal vocabulary. Large planes of colour,
arranged in abstract circular and tubular forms and layered in successive planes, resonate
with one another to create dynamic surfaces. Harmonies of yellow, blue, green, red, orange,
pink, purple, violet, brown and deep black against a white background project, on a large
scale, sensations of contrast, light and movement born of a profound experience of nature.



With their simple, organic and fluid lines, the motifs — reduced to their essential forms and
dominant tonalities — seem to move through space and time beyond the physical limits of
the canvas. The absence of apparent narrative offers the experience of a mental landscape
and invites meditative contemplation. Stripped of all realistic and figurative representation to
focus on the chromatic and sensory potential of colour, Zuzana Hulka’s art revives a sense of
universality and plenitude, thus reaching a spiritual and timeless dimension.

According to the artist, the internal balance of the composition relies on an order that is as
rigorous as it is natural: “For example, | begin on a large white surface with a feeling, with a
chosen colour. | know where it will be placed, | know in which orientation it will be placed.
Once this first step is taken, | am compelled to add another colour. [...] In this work, which
apparently unfolds freely, there is a very strict, very demanding order.”

Zuzana Hulka has participated in numerous solo and group exhibitions, notably in Paris,

London and Prague. Her work is held in international private and public collections, including
the collection of the Presidency of the Republic at the Elysée Palace in Paris.
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